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Women’s
Ministry’s
annual tea

From a
brain
tumor to
a Ph.D.

Valerie Williams
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL

The Jordan Park Nostalgic Association honored the Courageous 12 wives
with a ceremony and an award in December 2015.

Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The Women’s Ministry at
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church held their annual tea and fashion
extravaganza Saturday, April
23. The Upper Room was
transformed into a proper
English tea room with tables
beautifully adorned with
spring colors, delicious eats
and Godly women dressed
in their Sunday best.
Head of the Women’s
Ministry Cynthia Pierce has
had the task of putting together the extravaganza for
about 13 years. Starting out
as a mother/daughter tea, it
grew to include everyone.
The tea serves as a
fundraiser for the ministry.
With monies raised, the
Women’s Ministry can continue to contribute to the
West Coast Association,
who organizes outreach
ministries for Jamaica and
Haiti.
“We donate things like
shoes and underwear for
the children. Whatever the
need is,” Pierce said.
The tea also funds the
ministry’s nursing home
project where they deliver
undergarments and toiletries to the residents, their
Father’s Day recognition
program and helps members that are in need
throughout the year.
The afternoon was filled
See TEA, page 8


BY INDHIRA SUERO
ACOSTA
Neighborhood News Bureau Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG –
Fifty-one years ago 12
African-American police officers made history when they fought
for the right to serve
and protect their city. A
right no white officer
has ever had to fight
for. They filed a federal
lawsuit to be able to patrol the white neighborhoods,
among
other demands, and
after three years of
struggle they were assigned citywide.
Besides
putting
their jobs at risk with

Betty Keys, Robert
Keys’ wife, said that at
the time of the lawsuit
(May 11, 1965) against
St. Petersburg police
department her
husband confronted
the possibility of losing
his income.

their decision, the men
known as the Courageous 12 were also
risking their families’
future. Each one of
them had wives and
kids; they didn’t fight
by themselves.
Half a century later,
four of the Courageous
12’s wives talk about
their roles in the struggle and about the
events that changed St.
Petersburg’s history.
Betty Keys
“He was [the] one
that said, ‘Listen, babe,
don’t you worry until
you see me worried.’
That was him, and I
said, ‘Boy, you don’t
know when to worry!

It’s time to worry!”
Betty Keys, Robert
Keys’ wife, remembers.
Betty repeated her
husband words amid
the laughter of her children,
Debra
Keys
Thompson, and Cheryl
Keys. “I would say, ‘I’m
waiting, I want you to
worry boy!’ The stress
he would not put on me,
I’m sure he was under a
lot of pressure,” Keys
said cheerfully.
Betty talked in front
of a wall decorated with
family pictures, the
biggest one of her and
her life partner when
they were young. Her
See WIVES, pages 12

Underlining causes for the unengaged parent
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The Parent Support for
Education
Council
(PSFEC) held a parent
forum Saturday, April 16 at
the Enoch Davis Center.
For years they have held
parent summits focusing
on increasing family and
community engagement,
and this meeting broke
down some of the causes
for the lack of parent involvement.

PSFEC President
Pastor Martin Rainey
urged the community
not to paint all parents
with the same broad
bush. He explained that
there are three types of
parents: the engaged
parent, the parent that
wants to be engaged but
don’t know how and the
parent that appears not
to care.
For the parent that
appears not to care, there
See PARENT, page 6

Candace Moore and Pastor Martin Rainey

Dr. Kentaya Beeler
BY JOYCE NANETTE
JOHNSON
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Kentaya Beeler is a survivor. She endured intense
pain in her head for years
that was misdiagnosed as
migraines. A brain tumor
was eventually discovered
and she survived the delicate six hour surgery. After
the surgery she conquered
a debilitating condition that
robbed her of her balance,
reducing her to use canes
and walkers for years.
Beeler is now ready to
begin a new triumphant
phase of her life as Dr.
Beeler, as she celebrated
obtaining her doctorate degree and holding her graduation party as a fundraiser
for the Brain Tumor Alliance of Pinellas County
Saturday, April 23 at the
Poynter Institute.
The only child of Betty
and Harry Beeler, she graduated from St. Petersburg
High School and attended
Florida A&M, graduating
with a Bachelor of Science in
Accounting in 1999. She
continued her dreams by
moving to New York and
began her career as a cash
accountant and auditor.
However, the dream quickly
evaporated as the powerful
headaches began.
“The pain was so bad
even the ticking of a clock
was intense,” Beeler said. “I
spent a lot of time in dark
rooms.”
She began a round of
visits to neurologist, endocrinologist and pain
See KENTAYA, page 7
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REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

Praise
the
Lord
Saints.
I want to invite you
out to our Sunday afternoon services from 3:00
pm- 4:30 pm.
Coming Soon!
True Holiness Christian University offering
Bachelor’s, Master’s, and
DD’s in Systematic Theology!
This week I just want
to start out by speaking
on the legend that was
Sis. Myrtle Williams.
The Lord called her
home this week and I as
well as I’m sure thousands felt a great sense of
loss to one of the most
genuine, sincere, lovely,
kindhearted, giving persons God placed in our
lives.
My relationship with
Myrtle didn’t start out too
good but it didn’t take
long before she became
one that I could confide
in, rely and count on in
times of need.
Mr. Roberts may have
been the Provost, Mr.
Kuttler may have been
the President, BUT Myrtle Williams was the

Gibbs Campus.
Anyone that knew
her knew this and while
most have heavy hearts,
my heart is full of Joy
and Happiness in having
known her and know she
is in a much better place
in the bosom of Abraham.
While her physical
presence will be missed,
her legacy will live forever in the hearts and
minds of those that were
honored and privileged to
have known her.
Rest from your labor
dear Sister, Well Done.
Pastor Rev. Dr. Robert
L. Harrison, Jr., Phd
SPC Alumni 19992006 - President Harambee BSU | Vice President
SGA | Exec. Comm.
PTK |
First Student on
AAHMC (Afr Amer History Month Comm 2000)
Till next week,
God Bless.
Rev. Dr. Robert L.
Harrison, PhD – pastorrobharrison@gmail.com,
@drrobharrison (Twitter), Robert Bob Harri-

son (Facebook)
Pastor - The Apostolic
Open Door Church of
God & True Holiness 2800 41st Ave. N, St. Pete
- www.weareholiness.org
| Church of God and True
Holiness, Intl. www.trueholinesschurches.org
First Vice President NAACP St. Petersburg
Branch
Chaplain - Southern
Christian
Leadership
Conference of Pinellas
Parent Support for
Education Council Member | Chaplain - Dept. Juvenile Justice for Circuit 6
Democratic
Black
Caucus Member

Prince, music, memories and
the man
Dear Editor:
I remember when
some people thought it
was very unmanly and indecent to listen to people
like David Bowie and
Prince. Music about sex,
spaceships and men who
wore heavy makeup did
not seem right or sane to
some folks.
Just like Bowie and
Little Richard before
him, Prince paved a different path and didn’t let
the preconceptions of
others stop him. Prince
was a man who didn’t
think being in touch with
his sensitive side made
him less of a human
being.
Prince Rogers Nelson
was a young genius that
grew as a person, which
is one of the reasons the
world was stunned and
stopped to take note of
his sudden passing.
Rarely does the
whole world collectively
pause to take note of anything let alone a short 5’2
inch man who loved purple. Al Sharpton commented at the death of
Rosa Parks: “Most people never stop to say
‘goodbye’ because your
‘hello’ didn’t mean anything.”
Prince meant something to a lot of people.
He wrote classic songs
for not only himself but
for other artists. “Nothing Compares to You”
put Sinead O’Connor on
the map. Prince shares
the musical Mount Rushmore with Michael Jackson, Barry White, Elton
John and many others.
Prince is a hybrid of
Jimi Hendrix, James
Brown and Sly Stone
mixed together to produce the Prince supernova. One could see their
influences, yet everyone
knew the result, authentic Prince. Check out the
“When Doves Cry”
video; his attire is a recre-

ation from a Hendrix
photo. You hear Hendrix’s ‘style in Bambi.
Purple Rain, Purple
Haze? Does that not
sound like a reference to
Jimi Hendrix?
Pound for pound one
might argue he was
even greater that all of
them if you combine his
skills as a vocalist, writer
and total entertainer.
Prince, Michael Jackson, Elvis, James Brown
and even the Beatles owe
a lot of fame to two often
overlooked and unappreciated giants: Little
Richard and Chuck
Berry. Modern pop
music stands on their
shoulders.
The fact I appreciate
most about Prince was
his evolution from wild
and raunchy lust master
to a conscientious seeker
of faith.
With the help of the
great bass player and
singer songwriter Larry
Graham (One and a Million You), Prince became
a Jehovah’s Witness. In
these last few years,
Prince has been studying
“The Truth.” Many of the
things he did on stage in
the pass changed. He
went from being a very
private man to being
more open. Prince ex-
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pressed his new-found
faith in Jesus and Jehovah on several talk
shows.
Did the Purple One
go door-to-door spreading the Gospel of Christ?
I don’t know but he expressed his hope in
Gods’ Kingdom and recently he did it before the
world, the same world
that is mourning his
passing just months after
his ex-girlfriend Vanity’s
death.
I was not a big Prince
fan at first but I came to
appreciate him as a
writer a singer and a
very, very underrated
guitar master.
I never saw Prince in
life but I hope I can see
him in paradise. Prince
proved that even musical
geniuses could humble
themselves and grow
closer to the loving Creator.

P.O. Box 35130, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: (727) 896-2922
Fax: (727) 823-2568
Email: editor@theweeklychallenger.com
www.theweeklychallenger.com

All news items, advertising copy and
related art submitted for publication
on Thursday must be received no later
than 4 p.m. Monday.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Mother Queenie: 100 years young DIY Network’s ‘Desperate
Landscapes’ visits St. Pete

ST. PETERSBURG –
Generations of family and
friends
celebrated
Mother
Queenie
Williamson’s 100th birthday Friday, April 1 at Mt.
Moriah Missionary Baptist Church, where the
Rev. Robert Ward tends
his flock.
Born April 13, 1916, in
Boston, Ga., Mother
Queenie
was
the
youngest of 12 children.
After moving to Florida
with her family at the age
of six, she started taking
music
lessons
at
church/school. As a teen
she attended a music

school in Sanford, Fla.
She met and married
the love of her life, the
late
Pastor
Samuel
Williamson, who later
founded Grand Central
Progressive
Baptist
Church. Mother Queenie
has touched many lives in
her church and in the
community. At 100 years
old, she is still the musician at Grand Central, a
position she had served
in for more than 65 years.
She served in the
Union Foreign Association, a group of 50 Baptist
churches, as the secretary of the women’s de-

partment, and an advisor
to the younger women.
Mother Queenie was also
the musician for Union
Number One Ministry’s
all women’s choir.
During this wonderful
celebration, she received
birthday greetings from
her
family,
church,
friends, the community
and even the Mayor Rick
Kriseman.
Mother Queenie has
21 grandchildren, 14
great-grandchild and 12
great
great-grandchildren, along with a host of
nieces and nephews.

BY LAURA MULROONEY
Neighborhood New Bureau

ST. PETERSBURG — It
comes as a surprise that a
person who’s taken it upon
herself to travel the country
and beautify bustling cities
would ever live in an environment that she’d be embarrassed of.
Ya La’ford, artist and educator, and her husband Victor
received a dramatic outdoor
renovation from DIY Network’s “Desperate Landscapes”
after
being
nominated as having the ugliest yard on the block.
“I never saw a yard so in
need of attention,” said Eric
Vaughan, friend and neighbor. “The inside of their
house is fabulous; it’s as if
they ran out of money to fix
the outside.”
They didn’t run out of
money, they just couldn’t
keep anything green alive
confessed La’ford.

After a grueling application process where the couple sent in photos and a video
describing their yard as a
sandbox with unfinished
pavers and a dull appearance,
“Desperate
Landscapes”
agreed their landscape
needed to be resuscitated.
Soon boxes of furniture,
plants, pavers and more
started to arrive. Then came
the T.V. crew, the contractors,
the backhoe and family and
friends. Within 24 hours their
environment had become
everything they imagined.
The designers even incorporated La’ford’s iconic interconnecting lines in the design
of the pavers.
Bold colors, that La’ford
admitted would have been a
risky move for her to do herself, were splashed throughout the yard via a tree hung
chandelier (unsurprisingly
welded by La’ford herself), a
decorative metal yard divider
and a variety of plants that set

the stage for an outdoor living
room.
The renovations also include a synthetic turf yoga
zone, seashell paver walkway
and a new patio.
Every time she describes
their new space she smiles
broadly and without restraint.
They are both humbled
and blessed by the opportunity to create such a magical
space with their family and
friends.
“It was a gift to me that I
think I give to other people
with my artwork. I think this
universe works itself together, you get what you give
and this is definitely an example of getting what you give,”
said La’ford.
The episode is set to air
on DIY Network at 1:30 p.m.
on April. 30.
Laura Mulrooney is a reporter in the Neighborhood
News Bureau at the University
of South Florida St. Petersburg.




Hello baseball fans. It’s baseball
season once again and once again, I am
trying to find youth baseball coaches
that will allow their baseball team to
play games against black kids that
would like to play the game of baseball
too, but cannot afford Little League
prices.
This 2016 baseball season will involve more inner-city youth baseball
games for youths to play thanks to a
growing list of community sponsors,
such as the Mosley Motel Monarchs
and Elma’s Cafe Tigers and other
teams to be announced to play against

the Thomas English Black Sox. A black
baseball team named after a business is
nothing new, for instance the Pepsi
Cola Giants and Coca Cola Giants.
The protest against Little League
Baseball and its structured hate towards black kids is still going on.
Please show your support for these
new youth baseball teams and the community sponsors that truly care for
America’s Little League Baseball victims, black inner city youth.
If you have any questions, please
call Thomas English at (727) 851-8805
or email greatartistforyou@yahoo.com.
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Enough: Youths speak, adults listen From debutante to doctor
TALLAHASSEE — In
2006, Luegenia W. Sherriffe was introduced into
society at the Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority Debutante
Cotillion. Ten years later,
with a lot of hard work and
perseverance, she will be
celebrating her graduation
from Florida A&M University as a Doctor of Pharmacy, Cum Laude this
weekend.
“I made it! My passion,
plan and prayers helped
me make it along with the
love and support of my
family, friends and the community,” said Dr. Sherriffe.
The daughter of Winston and Luewella Sherriffe, Luegenia graduated

BY AUDREY MCGHEE
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Enough movement
was born from all the
tragic young lives lost in
our community over the
past six months. With the
three young ladies that
drowned after being
chased into a pond and
the eight young men who
lost their lives within a
two-month period, a
group of concerned citizens felt that enough was
enough.
Within two weeks,
Delinquency Prevention
Specialist for the Dept. of
Juvenile
Justice
Pat
McGhee, Pastor Kenneth
Irby, St. Petersburg Police
Department, JoAnne Nesbit, Executive Director of
the Childs Park YMCA
Deborah Figgs-Sanders,
Ann Sherman-White from
Pinellas Technical College
(PTC), gallerist Carla
Bristol and community activists Carl Lavender,
Gwen Reese and Bro.
John Muhammad put together a program held
April 19.
The Enough event was
created for the youth to
have a voice on crime issues, youth deaths, youth
behavior and community/school issues. This
was not a forum meant to
bring blame on anyone or
anything, but just to state
the concerns and issues
from the perspectives of
young people.
Held at the St. Pete
campus of PTC, Enough
was a call to action. The
panel consisted of seven
youths, youth moderator
Jalen White from Boca
Ciega High School and
adult moderator and advi-

sory Pastor Irby. More
than 120 youths were present and some 75 adults
Topics discussed included: How to better
themselves, emotions surrounding the deaths of the
three young ladies, auto
theft and the consequences, the media’s influence over the youth, the
understanding of crime
and the Trayvon Martin
case.
The goal for coming together was to listen and
allow the youths to speak
freely while the adults listen.
Following the event,
organizers will review the
issues and solutions identified by the youths to improve communication and
make changes for a better
community. One such sug-

gestion by a young man
was to create a skate park
where the youth could
have a safe place to hang
out. Several suggestions
are being reviewed by the
team, and from the collected data a series of
workshops/sessions will
be held monthly with a
summit component to
wrap things up.
State Rep. Darryl Rouson and Judge Patrice
Moore were on hand to
speak to the children that
came from such organizations as TASCO, Men in
the Making, 5000 Black
Role Models and Project
Bridge.
The City of St. Petersburg, the St. Pete Police
Dept. and PTC sponsored
the event.

from St. Pete Catholic
High School. She attended
the University of Florida
and transferred to Florida
A&M where she received
a Bachelors in Cellular and
Molecular Biology, Cum
Laude.
During her time at
FAMU, she was the secretary and membership
chair of Phi Lambda
Sigma, and was crowned
Miss College of Pharmacy
in 2014.
A four-day celebration
starting this Thursday in
Tallahassee is planned for
the doctor and her family
and friends, including the
Hooding Ceremony on Friday and the graduation

ceremony on Saturday.
Her aunt and uncle,
Clarence and Bonita
Williams, will host many of
the festivities at the family
compound.
The village that raised
this successful young lady
included her grandparents, Luegenia and the late
John Jackson, her greatgrandmother Luenell Lilley, Godparents Richard
and Betty Thompson,
members of Glad Tidings
Assembly of God and the
loving community who
supported and encouraged
her in every endeavor.
Congratulation
Dr.
Sherriffe from The Weekly
Challenger!

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, APRIL 28, 2016

COMMUNITY NEWS
Community supports Relay For Life
at Lakewood High School
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Relay For Life of South St.
Petersburg drew hundreds
of residents to the Lakewood Spartans football
field to walk, jog or run in
one of the local fundraisers
for cancer research, development and treatment.
The event was one of many
similar activities in the
Tampa Bay area and
around the country last
weekend for the American
Cancer Society.
The April 22 event in
south St. Pete featured 22
teams and 200 participants
that helped raise a total of

S17, 607.92. The top teams
and companies included
the Mt. Zion Progressive
Zionites ($5,115.18), Victory Lane ($4,874.90), Eta
Rho Ques ($1,500), Zeta
Phi Beta Sorority, Inc.
($309.11) and Alpha Phi
Alpha Sorority ($240.76).
The top three participants
were Debra Short, Rod
Green
and
Lise
Amundrud.
The Relay For Life
movement began back in
the mid-1980s when Dr.
Gordy Klatt circled the
track field at Baker Stadium in Tacoma, Wash., for
24 hours and raised
$27,000 to fight cancer. His
friends chipped in by $25

to run or walk with him for
30 minutes. The following
year the event expanded to
19 teams and the rest is
history.
Presently, you can still
donate to Relay For Life of
South St. Petersburg by
contacting Avis Carter at
(727) 488-3187. Carter is
currently out of town due
to the passing of her father,
but will be returning to the
area shortly.
In addition, people can
contribute up until May 19
by going to the Relay For
Life website at relay.acsevents.org
To reach Allen Buchanan,
email abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com
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Increasing parental engagement
From PARENT, page 1

are often underlining
causes as to why they are
not involved in the lives of
their children. For instance,
parents who are in domestic violence situations, parents who are struggling to
keep their heads above
water, parents who lack education and the list could go
on and on.
One parent on hand to
give a testimony was Candice Moore. Having her
first child at age 13, she understands what it means to
struggle. With eight children in total, she had no
guidance from her parents
and ended up homeless living in a shelter. She struggled to educate herself and
her children, never giving
up.
Moore thanked Rainey
for his guidance. She said
he was the only person who
took the time to help and
encourage her.
“He stepped in as a father figure,” she said, stating that if more people
would do the same “we’ll
start seeing a change in this
community.”
She challenges all of the
“seasoned women” in the
community to take a struggling parent under their
wing and help guide them
through life.
“We need you. We need
you to slow down when
you’re in that grocery store
and say one extra thing to
us. We need you to slow
down when you see us disciplining our children and
we’re not able to do it in a
proper fashion,” she implored.
Dr. Wanda Barnes from
Caring Community Counseling spoke about teaching
parents how to handle the
stresses of everyday life so
that they do not teach
angry and frustration to
their children.
She gave an example of
how one child at her office
walked by a plant and
yelled, “What are you looking at?” That child picked
up on bad behavior modeled to them.
Caring
Community
Counseling works with chil-

dren from age two to adults.
They counsel couples, families and individuals. If a
client cannot meet at their
office, their staff will come
to them.
Barnes explained that
some people need more
than just a Ph.D. counselor,
so they offer case management.
“They need to know
how to keep their lights on,
need help getting a job, the
children need help with
dental and medical appointments,” she said.
Caring
Community
Counseling takes all insurances and Medicaid. From
anger management to domestic violence counseling
to trauma counseling, they
offer high quality services
that are sensitive to a wide
variety of clients.
Therapist Cara Dixon
Taliaferro, who works
under Dr. Barnes, spoke on
trauma. She explained that
trauma can be subtle and it
doesn’t have to rape, war or
surviving a disaster.
“When we’re talking
about trauma, we’re talking
about something that happened, what happened and
at what point in your life
that it happened,” she said.
Taliaferro said trauma
could start in the womb. If
a mother is being physically
abused while the child is inside her, the child is experiencing it right along with
her.
What are some symptoms of a child that has experience trauma in the
womb? A child having a
temper tantrum is not always a bad child, they could
be remembering trauma. A
child that won’t stop crying
or who won’t eat doesn’t
have to necessarily be sick;
they could be experiencing
trauma symptoms.
In school settings, children who have been
through trauma both in and
outside of the womb are
often viewed as difficult.
Many of these children will
go into a dissociative state
where their body is present,
but their mind is not. They
may be re-experiencing

Cara Dixon Taliaferro



what they’ve gone through.
Sometimes trauma can
be triggered by someone
who looks or sounds like a
person that has hurt them.
“What you get is a child
who is not being compliant,” Taliaferro said. “They
are not necessarily being
bad; it is possible you are
looking at a child who is in
a dissociative state.”
Taliaferro said it is easy
to think that the child is bad
or that the parent is negligent, but it is possible these
children are showing
trauma symptoms.
Rainey said the community needs to know how to
identify these traits in children so that the problems
can be fixed. Behavioral
problems are the primary
reasons given for the low
success rate at Lakewood,
Maximo, Fairmount Park,
Melrose and Campbell
Park Elementary Schools.
“If you can’t get discipline in the classroom, you
cannot effectively teach,”
he said.
A panel discussion followed on how to encourage
parents and caring adults to
increase engagement with
Apostle Ellis Hodge from
Word of Life Fellowship
Church, Pastor Shurrea
Daniels
of
Kingdom
Restoration Outreach ministry, educator James Oliver
and Dr. Barnes.
The Juvenile Welfare
Board and 2-1-1 Tampa Bay
Cares were on hand to give
out important information
to families along with the
Tutor Doctor, which is an
in-home tutoring service.
Local franchise owner
Laura Hughes is looking for
volunteers to open up their
homes to small, organized
groups of five students one
day a week for one hour.
For more information,
please call 888-718-8832 or
log onto TutorDoctor.com.
PSFEC meets every
third Thursday of each
month at 6:30 p.m. at Melrose Elementary School,
1752 13th Ave. S, in the library. The community is
welcome!

Dr. Wanda Barnes

                     

CONNECT WITH US!
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Dr. Beeler’s brain tumor survivor’s celebration of life
From KENTAYA, page 1

management specialist. Still
nothing was found.
“They ended up putting
cortisone shots at the base
of my head and Botox in
my muscles,” she explained.
In 2004 she returned to
Florida and worked as an
auditor at Construction
Company in Orlando. She
eventually obtained her
Master’s Degree in Taxation from Nova Southeastern University, H. Wayne
Huizenga Business and Entrepreneurship program.
She started a new career as
a college professor, but the
pain still plagued her.
At Beeler’s insistent
urging, she was finally

given the authorization for
a MRI. She was informed
that she had a brain tumor
on her pituitary gland
called macro adenoma and
was immediately sent to a
neurosurgeon.
June 2, 2009, Beeler had
surgery at Dr. Phillips Hospital in Orlando. The surgery was considered a
success by the surgeon, but
her mother raised concerns that her daughter
was being released the next
day when she had been
pre-approved for a threeday stay. Plus, balance issues had begun.
The doctor attributed it
to a possible bad reaction to
the anesthesia or possibly

due to low sodium levels.
The crisis of the brain
tumor was over, but now
there were new hurdles to
overcome. As the imbalance increased, she was
robbed of her mobility. Another round of going to specialists started.
“We went to the Cleveland Clinic, the USF Research Center in Tampa
and Shands Hospital in
Gainesville,” Beeler said.
She was determined to
enjoy her young life. “I was
partying with my cane, it
became my accessory,” she
laughed.
The undiagnosed condition continued from 2009
through 2011. Her situation

worsened and she had to
take a lesser position as an
adjunct professor with
twice the course load. Eventually her medical benefits
were taken away and she
had to buy expensive Cobra
Health Insurance at $660
per month, further exhausting her shrinking salary.
“I was told that because
I did not get fired and was
employable, I did not quality for unemployment,” she
explained. With no children, she did not qualify for
Medicaid or food stamps.
Her fighting spirit
pushed her to pursue a doctorate degree in the middle
of her health crisis. She decided to write her disserta-

tion on the long-term care
tax deductions and how it
effects a family’s decision in
purchasing long term care
insurance.
“Had I know when I was
working at the university,
or at the construction company or in New York, had I
known, I wouldn’t have just
bought life insurance,” she
said, explaining that long
term care insurance would
have saved her from financial ruins.
March 12, 2016, Beeler
received her doctorate in
Business with a specialization in Accounting from
Capella University. She said
the closer she got to finishing her doctorate, the more

encouraged she became to
walk on her own, to regain
her financial independence
and to take back her life.
Beeler turned her graduation celebration into a
fundraiser for the Brain
Tumor Alliance of Pinellas
County. The organization
uses funds to help families
with medical expenses,
travel and research. She requested that in lieu of gifts
to give donations to the alliance.
“God has given you one
more day,” Beeler repeated
the words her mother told
her. “My father said, ‘You
only have one shot at this
thing called life so give it
your best shot.’”

2009 after the
operation

BUSINESS DIRECTORY



Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

ARE YOU HAVING TROUBLE
CONTROLLING THE WAY YOU EAT?

H ELP
727-724-6292 (PAT)
FOOD ADDICTS
IN RECOVERY
ANONYMOUS
CALL FOR

OR VISIT OUR
WEBSITE

www.foodaddicts.org




   





  


 

 


 










SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com
Law Office Of

RONALD L. NELSON, P.A.
ATTORNEY AT LAW
• Auto Accidents and Injuries
• Divorce and Family Law
• Employment Discrimination
• Wills and Probate

1247 First Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33705

727-345-9292 • www.RonNelsonLaw.com
The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before
you decide, ask the lawyer to send you free written information about their qualifications and experience.

8

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, APRIL 28, 2016

COMMUNITY NEWS
Tea and fashion extravaganza
From TEA, page 1

with food, fashion and the
Word of God. This year’s
theme was “Godly Women
Making an Impact,” and
while Mistress of Ceremony Valerie Williams
asked the ladies who was
the first Godly woman in
their lives that impacted
them, a resounding, “My
mother” could be heard
throughout the room.
“Isn’t it a wonderful
thing when you can call

your very own mother a
Godly woman? I thank my
mother for nothing else but
bringing me the Christ,”
she said. “When she gave
me that, she gave me
everything.”
The First Lady of Pentecostal Temple Church of
God in Christ, Missionary
Rhonda Anderson, said a
Godly woman displays by
her lifestyle that she trust,
honor, revere and yield

herself in obedience to
God.
In order to make an impact, she said, one must be
actively involved and committed to whatever assignment God impresses upon
them.
“So a Godly woman
making an impact should
not be overpowering,
pushy, self-exalting, demeaning or degrading towards anyone,” she said.

Rather, they need to present themselves as a minister, a mentor and a role
model for the people.
After everyone filled up
on spiritual food, the parade of hats commenced.
The ladies strutted down a
makeshift runway with
their heads held high. Hats
at the Kentucky Derby had
nothing on these ladies.
Williams asked the
models to say one word

that represents what their
hat means. Mother Crawford said her hat meant
“angel;” Deaconess Davenport said her hat meant
“beauty.” Hat after hat,
each lady had an uplifting
word about what their hats
meant to them.
This yearly tea is so
successful that ladies from
churches all over the city
come to fellowship with the
women of Friendship. Sis-

ters from Bethel Metropolitan, Greater Mt. Zion AME
and other churches enjoyed the afternoon fun.
“The women of Friendship are awesome women,”
said Pierce, as she thanked
everyone for helping her to
coordinate the tea. “They
really come together. Anytime I asked them to do
something, they rise to the
occasion.”
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
Purple reign forever
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

I remember when and
where I first came in contact with Prince.
It wasn’t catching him
at an electrifying concert,
or seeing him perform on
TV or even coming across
his cardboard likeness
for some record store promotion. It wasn’t even
through one of his albums.
It
was
when
I
spotted the glittery purple
letters that spelled his
name written across the
folder of a middle school
classmate in homeroom.
In those days, we emblazoned the names of the
bands we listened to on
our Trapper Keepers and
homemade textbook covers to show our allegiance
to them. It was also a
shorthand way of giving
one another a view into
our tastes and personalities. But this was 1982 and
I was still one of the uninitiated. Prince who? I
thought.
Very shortly after spotting his name on a random
schoolgirl’s folder I came
across the man himself on
MTV. It was the video for
the title track off his album
“1999” and he was jumping
and spinning and wiggling
all over the stage with a furious energy. I found it almost impossible to sit
totally still while watching him perform one of
the catchiest tunes I’d
heard in my relatively
short existence. I was
hooked.
Though I remember
thinking how cool it was
that nearly every member
of the band took a turn at
singing a line or two, there
was no question who was
at the center of things, in
all his frilly-shirted, purplejacketed, stiletto-heeled
glory. Prince had an electricity that reached right
through the TV screen
and grabbed you.
Much of that was due
to his undiluted sexuality.
Every movement this
dude made onstage was
underscored by sexuality,
bold and unabashed. A
cock of the head, a flick of

  

the lashes, a swivel, a
shake. Caressing his guitar’s fret board or stroking
his piano’s keys. This is
where he had it all over
the other African-American artist whose career
had recently rocketed into
superstardom: Michael
Jackson.
Both
charismatic
artists seemed tailor-made
for MTV, and were for a
time the only two black
artists whose videos enjoyed regular airplay on
the network—no small
feat in the early days of the
channel. But whereas the
boyish-faced Michael still
had an aura of innocence
to him, there was something dangerous about
Prince.
The brilliantly choreographed dance numbers in
Jackson’s videos—though
extremely entertaining—
lacked the raw emotion of
any single Prince performance. The Purple One
had a more devilishly alluring, almost forbidden
quality. And as Jackson’s
music was often accessible
and mainstream. Prince’s
output was diverse, unpredictable and edgy—something Jackson’s songs
rarely were. You could
make the argument that
if Jackson was the Beatles
of the early to mid-’80s
then Prince was the
Rolling Stones.
By the time he revved
up “Little Red Corvette” as
a follow-up single, Prince
tossed out all reserve by
the roadside as he cranked
up the sensuality factor
tenfold. The fast car-fast
woman-sex metaphor was
nothing new in pop songs,
but in Prince’s hands it
was molded into something almost obscene. And
it wasn’t just the lyrics but
his slow-fast-slow vocals
that he moaned and
howled to drive the point
home. Fans of Prince
knew him as an uninhibited talent from his first
four albums, which included “Controversy” and
“Dirty Mind,” but he was
just beginning to break
into the big time with
“1999.” He had set all of
America in his sights

 






 



and with the release of his
1984 masterwork “Purple
Rain,” loaded with his
brand of sexually wild,
synth- and guitar-driven
funk/pop, his conquest
was complete.
That. Thing. Was.
Huge. The album’s songs
were all over TV and the
radio, and the companion
movie was just as big. I remember kids at school
and even church talking
about the record and film,
as if they were the most
pertinent things in our
lives—and we were a
bunch of suburban white
kids. I’d catch snippets of
the songs “When Doves
Cry” and “Purple Rain”
crooned in the school halls
by my tone-deaf classmates, but sung with fervor all the same. It’s as
though they too really felt
Prince’s music and words.
The movie was somewhat autobiographical so
Prince’s character, The
Kid, felt real because in
many ways he was. I was
intrigued by the famous
poster for the film featuring Prince in a smoky alleyway wearing his purple
jacket and straddling a motorcycle that was—what
else?—purple, while the
sexy Apollonia looked at
him yearningly from the
background. This cat
oozes cool, I recall thinking.
And though my fellow
classmates and I viewed
Michael Jackson, by and
large, as a black artist who
had crossed over into international
stardom,
Prince was to many of us
was an artist, period. He
had said in an interview
that as a kid he listened to
all kinds of music and
when he grew up he
wanted to play all kinds of
music, and not be judged
by the color of his skin but
the quality of his output.
Though some of his music
could certainly be funky
and soulful, he wasn’t simply a black performer
playing black music or a
black artist trying to play
to white audiences. You
couldn’t pin down his
sound—it was completely
his own. The way we collectively
viewed
artists was changing
and the influential Prince
was at the forefront of this
revolution.
He held my interest
for a few more singles in
the ensuing years, but by
the time I was an upperclassman in high school
he’d lost some of his pull
in the ever-shifting music
scene. Also, it didn’t help
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that when he tried his
hand at another feature
film, “Under the Cherry
Moon,” it not only
flopped but is now
roundly considered one of
the stupidest films of the
‘80s (and that’s saying
something!). It felt like
the party had moved on
and his reign of the pop
music scene seemed to be
at an end.
Not to say his songwriting touch wasn’t felt in
the years to come, as is
evidenced in such hits as
The Bangles’ “Manic
Monday” and Sinead O’Connor’s “Nothing Compares 2 U,” both penned
by the High Priest of Pop
himself. And when the
great Welshman Tom
Jones and synthpop group
Art
of
Noise covered Prince’s
sparse but funky hit
“Kiss” in 1988, they
scored a number one hit
with it.
He wielded his royal
might a few times
through some high-profile live performances in
the years to come,
too, most notably during
the 2004 Rock and Roll
Hall of Fame induction
ceremony. He blew the
roof off the joint by taking
over the all-star band performance of the Beatles’
“While My Guitar Gently
Weeps” with a scintillating
guitar solo that stands, for
my money, as one of the
most electrifying moments
in music history. Another
such moment took place a
few years later on Feb. 4,
2007.
Prince was called upon
to headline one of the
biggest gigs on the
planet—the Super Bowl
halftime
show—and
brother, did he ever deliver. How many of us felt
the goose bumps bubble
up as we watched him
pour all his feeling and



emotions into his moaning
guitar and sing “Purple
Rain” while the drops from
a seemingly heaven-sent
downpour splashed all
around him, providing the
perfect backdrop. In many
interviews and even in his
songs throughout the
years, Prince made no
bones about the fact that
he was a huge fan of God.
And on that night, at least,
it was apparent the feeling
was mutual.
Not long after that performance I was at a night
club when what should I
hear come through the
speakers but the psyche-

        



delic strains of “Raspberry
Beret.” My heart smiled.
Here we were, almost 30
years after his heyday
when we were writing his
name on our folders, and I
could only grin as I
watched a new generation
of
face-pierced
goth
kids, steel toe-booted
punks and clubgoers in
general, white and black,
shaking their hips exuberantly all over the dance
floor to Prince’s music.
He appealed to everybody and to his credit, the
man never played it safe as
he was always shaking up
his style, his sound and his
look. From the Revolution
to the New Power Generation, from Prince Rogers
Nelson to a weird symbol
that no one on God’s earth
could pronounce if his life
depended on it and back
to Prince again. And
whether he was performing in a stadium full of people or his songs came on
in small, smoky clubs with
barely 20 souls, he still
had the power to move
us—and make us move.
And that’s something that
will never change.
Reign on, Purple One.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family







  



 




  

  

 




  



 
 

    
  
   
  
    






Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.
  




Victory Christian Center Church














Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.


 

 




 
  

  




 

 

      
  
  








 
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
   
10:30 a.m.
  

 

 





Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.








 


  
  
 
  
  
 
   

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.

 





BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567



SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.


Pastoral Banquet
Please come and join us as we continue
celebrating Pastor Clark and Lady Debbie Hazley
10th pastoral anniversary.
When: Saturday, May 14, 2016
Where: Hospice, 3050 1st Ave. S, St. Pete
Time: 5pm- 9pm • Price: $30.00
All tickets are purchased in advance; \
no tickets will be sold at the door.
This is a formal affair.
To purchase tickets contact:
Karla Williams 727-342-2853
Raymond Hicks 727-768-4899
or Denise Murray 727-517-6060


Contact: 727-896-2922
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SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
 

 
 
 




Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015



YOUR Church Ad
Should Be HERE!
Contact:
727-896-2922

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.





Without Walls International Church
Senior Pastor, Randy White
Sundays at 9:00am and 11:00am
Thursdays and 7:00pm
4414 N. Grady Ave Tampa, FL 33614
www.withoutwalls.org 813-879-HOPE

CHURCH NEWS
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church

Friendship MBC
INVITATION SUNDAY
AT THE SHIP - The Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, which is often referred to as “THE SHIP”, will
hold their regular Worship
Sunday Services at 7:45 am,
10:45 am and Sunday Church
School at 9:30 am.“WEDNESDAY IN THE WORD” NOON
DAY FROM 12 UNTIL 1 PM
(THE BEST ONE HOUR OF
YOUR DAY) AND “PRAYER
& WEDNESDAY IN THE
WORD” ALONG WITH
“YOUTH ENRICHMENT” AT
7 PM – THE COMMUNITY
IS WELCOMED TO JOIN US
-- YOU DON'T WANT TO
MISS
ANY
OF
OUR
“WEDNESDAY
IN THE
WORD” STUDIES IN GOD'S
WORD. The public is welcome to attend Sunday Services anytime – you will find
that all services place great
emphasis on our Savior Jesus
Christ and His loving atonement for all mankind. The
Pastor, Dr. John A. Evans, Sr.,
Official Family and the entire
Church Family extend to you
a cordial invitation to join
“THE SHIP” in fellowship.
Continue Monday, April 25 at
7 pm - 88th Church Anniversary Planning Meeting, all
members are welcomed to be
a part of this Committee.
MAY AT A GLANCE
Wed., May 4 at 7 pm –
“Wednesday Nite Live” - Adult
Mass Choir, Male Chorus and
2nd Sunday Ushers to serve.
The Tribe of Issachar (May
Birth Month) will provide the
Love Family Fellowship.
THURS., MAY 5 AT
NOON - NATIONAL DAY OF
PRAYER “WAKE UP AMERICA” ISAHAH 58:1B, ALL
PINELLAS CHURCHES ARE
WELCOMED, HOST THE
FRIENDSHIP'S WOMEN'S

MINISTRY.
Wed., May 11 at 7 pm –
Friendship will fellowship with
Mt. Zion Progressive Baptist
Church in the 17th Pastoral
Anniversary Celebration of
Pastor Louis Murphy, Sr. Pastor Evans is asking the following ministries to serve: Adult
Mass Choir, Male Chorus and
2nd Sunday Ushers, also the
Friendship Family.
WEST COAST NEWS:
Calling all churches: many
hands make a lite work, would
YOU like to be a VOLUNTEER for the National Baptist
Congress of Christian Education, coming to Tampa, Fla.,
June 19-24, we need, Ushers,
Nurses, Choir Members, Hospitality, Greeters and Drivers,
all West Coast Churches
SHOULD HAVE the Volunteers Form, but if Your Church
does not have that information, Contact Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, 3300
31st St. S, St. Petersburg, FL
33712, call us at (727) 9068300, provide your E-mail address or come by the Church
and pickup a copy.
NATIONAL
BAPTIST
CONGRESS OF CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION NEWS:
National Baptist Congress
Convention Choir Rehearsal
Schedule: Mon., May 16 @ 7
pm – Friendship MBC, 3300
31st Street S, St. Petersburg,
FL 33712, THIS CHOIR IS
OPENED
TO
ALL
CHURCHES IN THE TAMPA
BAY AREA.
THE FOLLOWING TICKETS ARE ON SALE FOR THE
NATIONAL BAPTIST CONGRESS: Mon., June 20 at 7:00
pm at the WELCOME TO
TAMPA MUSICAL CONCERT, Tampa Convention
Center, The Musical featuring
JOHN P. KEYS & NEW LIFE,

AND
KIERRA
(KIKI)
SHEARD and the 500 Convention Voice Choir – Get Your
Tickets Now At NBCUSATAMPAMUSICAL2016.EVEN
TBRITE.COM.
Wed., June 22 at 6 pm THE PRESIDENT'S EDUCATION BANQUET held at The
Tampa Marriott Waterside
Hotel and Marina, The Florida
Ballroom,700 S. Florida Ave.,
Tampa, Fla
33602 – All
Checks & Money Orders are
to be Payable to: Central
Florida Fellowship: Please go
to the NBCUSA, Inc. website
for ticket information and banquet ticket form.
COMMIT TO MEMORY
FRIENDSHIP:
“WHERE
THERE IS A TEMPLE,
THERE IS A NEED, AND
WHERE THERE IS A NEED
THERE IS
PROVISION,
AND WHERE THERE IS
PROVISION, THERE IS
GOD, WHO PROMISED TO
SUPPLY ALL OF OUR
NEEDS, ACCORDING TO
HIS RICHES IN GLORY.
“THE SHIP” won't sail
without YOU! For additional
information on any of the announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church 3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
Church Office: (727) 906-8300
- E-Mail: fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “LIVE STREAMING”:
Visit Our Website:
www.fmbctheship.net Visit
Our FACEBOOK PAGE Visit
West Coast Baptist District Association Website: www.expericencethecoast.com
NEED A RIDE TO
CHURCH? Call our Transportation Ministry – (727) 9068300 – MONDAY – FRI.
FROM 9 AM - 3 PM.

St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor,
the Reverend Brian K.
Brown, its official staff of
Deacons and Trustees, and
the entire congregation, extends to the community at
large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded
in a Christ-centered doctrine
that has as its central core,
the belief that we are a haven
of hope, help, and healing for
a lost world hungry and
thirsty for the word of God.
At St. Mark, we as a body of
believers are Christians willing to work and partner in
unity, praising God for the
awesome gift of His son,
Jesus Christ.
Events in April
Apr 29 - St. Mark Business Meeting @ 7:00 p.m.
Upcoming Events May
May 2 - PIZZA Ministry-

Movie Night: Doors open at
5:30 p.m., Musical Moments
@ 6 p.m., Movie promptly @
6:30 p.m. All Children ages 418 are welcome to attend.
May 6 - Ladies Linked in
Love Outing 7-8 p.m.
May 7 - Mother’s Day
Brunch @ 11 a.m. at St.
Mark
May 22 - PIZZA Ministry-Scavenger Hunt: Doors
open at 5:30 p.m., Musical
Moments @ 6 p.m., The
Hunt promptly @ 6:30 p.m.
All Children ages 4-18 are
welcome to attend.
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of
all ages. Sunday school
starts each Sunday morning
at 9:30 a.m. All are invited to
come out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30
a.m.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday: 5 p.m. Mem-

bers and the general public
are invited to come out to
study the Bible with us, and
learn “What Baptists Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held
every Tuesday at 6:00 p.m.
Children in the community
are welcomed to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2:004:00 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday: 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study every Wednesday evening: 7 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd
Wednesday of each month:
7:30 p.m.

Bethel
Metropolitan
Baptist Church, “God’s
House to the City”, under
the leadership of Dr. Rickey
L. Houston extends an invitation to the community to join
us as we declare the living
Word of God. Join us at 9 am
for Sunday School as well as
10:15 am worship service.
Bible study and Teen Summit/Children Rising are held
on Wednesday at 7 pm.
We cultivate the fullest
spiritual life possible individually and corporately; and
we communicate God’s truth
at every opportunity, building a stronger congregation

and community to the glory
of God. Living out these principles results in a kaleidoscope of ministries for all
ages and interests. We also
encourage the community to
make use of our Prayer Line
(727) 321-9645.
Bethel
Metropolitan
Baptist Church Presents:
Community Love Fest. FoodFun- Music and Giveaways.
May 14 from 10 am - 4 pm.
Contact (727) 327-0554 for
more information.
1
Corinthians 13:13- And now
these three remain: faith,
hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.

The Scholarship Ministry is sponsoring it’s annual Elizabeth Howard
Scholarship Banquet on Sat.,
May 21, at 6 pm. The theme
“Teach Them, Train Them,
Send Them” Matthew 28:1920. The patronage of this
event assists in providing
scholarships to our graduates. Tickets are now available; for ticket information
please call (727) 327-0554.
Telephone: (727) 3270554 Fax: (727) 327-0240
Email: bchurch5@tamp a b a y . r r . c o m
Website:www.bmmbc.org

First Mt. Zion
There will be an appreciation - benefit program for Reverend Walter
and Missionary Cynthia
Jenkins held on Sunday,
May 15, 2016 at 4:00 pm.
This occasion is to honor

Reverend Jenkins as we
pray for continued healing and Sister Jenkins as
well for their many years
of dedicated service to
the church family. The
Trinity CME Church,

Tampa, FL will be in
charge of the service.
First Mt. Zion is located at 1121 22nd Street
South. Reverend Wallace
Elliott, Sr. is pastor.

Pastor’s Corner
BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity of Midtown

I AM Salt
Scripture – “You are the
salt of the earth: but if the salt
has lost his savor, wherewith
shall it be salted (Matthew
5:13)?”
Denial – “I have not lost
my effectiveness.”
Affirmation – “I AM the
salt of the earth.”
In his Sermon on the
Mount of Olives, Jesus, the
Christ, taught his disciples
who they were and how to
live together as children of
God. One of the metaphors
that he used to identify his
followers was salt. Jesus
called them the salt of the

earth because he saw himself as the salt of the earth.
We can only see in others
that which we are.
There are many uses of
salt. Salt cleanses the body. It
is also used to preserve
meats. Salt flavors dishes. It
is also used to melt to snow.
Salt also relaxes muscles.
Salt also has a purpose.
There is always a reason
why people use salt. Salt is
never meaningless; it always
has purpose.
As the salt of the earth,
there is also a purpose for
our lives. Everything is in di-

vine right order. There is always a reason that we are in
a particular place, at a certain
time and with a specific person or group of people. We
are there to be the salt. We
are called to cleanse negative
words and actions. We are
called to preserve that which
is good. We are called to add
flavor to bland situations. We
are called to melt away the
hardness of hearts. We are
called to relax people who
are stressed or anxious.
Reflection Question –
Which use of salt resonates
most with you? Why?
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daughters joined their
mother and weren’t afraid
to add details to their
mom’s memories about
the man she married in
1954.
In the living room, the
television volume tried to
steal the moment when
Betty’s mind abandoned
the present and flew to
1965 when black officers
could only patrol Zone 13
in the city (Gas Plant,
Methodist Town, Pepper
Town and the beat area or
Twenty-Second Street).
“He was looking for a
career to go into because
before he was a construction worker. So, he decided to try for the police
department,” Betty said.
In Robert’s eyes, joining the police department
meant a better education
for their children and a
steady source of income.
During that time, his wife
worked at Bayfront Medical Center in the lab.
“I worked from 5 a.m.
[to] 1:30 or 2 p.m. He
would work [in the]
evening,” Betty said. “So,
someone was always here
with the kids.”
Keys
remembered
when her husband told
her that the police department was so segregated
that they could only dress
in a particular area, apart
from the whites. A lot of
times some of the officers
would put their uniforms
on at homes instead of
dressing at the station.
At the date of the lawsuit, May 11, 1965, they
were confronted with the
possibility of losing their
careers.
“I’m sure threats came
through the department
because a lot of them
feared for their jobs. I
know it was stress for my
husband. ‘Oh wow, [he
said] we have six children,
what if I lose my job?’ But
they still persevered and
when through with it,”
Betty said.
She
believes
the
group’s victory did not
benefit only African Americans; it was a victory for
society as a whole.
“Every white person is
not a prejudiced person.
My husband used to tell
me ‘I get along with the
lieutenants, the sergeants
and the captains. They like
me.’ He was a sort of pleasant, easy to get along with
person; they would call
him Bob,” Betty said. “I’m
so sorry he didn’t get a
chance to further his education as he wanted to, but
he did good.”
The Keys also kept
their children shielded
from the ugliness that was
going on.
“We didn’t get a lot of
the negativity that they
were going trough at that
time. We were sheltered.
We knew they had meetings at different places,
but children weren’t
around grown people
when they were discussing stuff. We didn’t
know a lot, we just knew
we were happy, well cared
for, [had] food to eat and a
nice house to live,” Cheryl
said.
The burden, then, belonged to the parents.
“I know that a lot of
them wouldn’t be able to
do it if it wasn’t for a supportive wife behind them.
With seven mouths to feed
besides his own, that’s a
lot of pressure to think
that if he loses his job. She
had to be supportive as
well and say, ‘Honey, I
don’t have a problem with
you doing this,’” Debra
said. “I’m sure she was
nervous too, but my dad
wasn’t a person that wor-

  

ried about much.”
Omega Nero
Omega Nero’s house
was filled with black angel
ornaments. She had always considered herself as
a rule breaker and a
fighter. The woman attended the Courageous 12
meetings to support her
husband, Horace Nero,
and wasn’t afraid to face
the white police officers
and talk to them about
equality.
“I said [to] some of
them, ‘Who do you think
you are? You’re not better
than we are, our skin colors are different, but God
made us all. First of all,
you all came over here and
took the land from the Indians,’” Omega said.
“When we die you
know it’s not going to be
just but one hell, but
you’re going to burn for
eternity. Now those of you
who might get to heaven,
is there going to be a white
heaven and a black
heaven? Why can’t we get
along and live in perfect
harmony?”

Omega Nero, Horace
Nero’s wife, stood by
her husband all the
time and
accompanied him to
some of the
Courageous 12
meetings.
In the year of the lawsuit, Omega and Horace’s
only daughter was born.
That didn’t stop her from
supporting the man she
was going to live 43 years
of her life with.
“They went through
very hard times. What
made it so bad [was that]
they had to take down
money from their pockets
to pay the lawyer and
everything. It was a situation where they didn’t
have any backup. They
formed their little group
and did what they could.
Until finally the NAACP
took over because they
were out of money,”
Omega said.
She still remembers
the crisp texture of the
barbecue ribs sold in
Twenty-Second
Street
South, one of the only
areas in which African
Americans could walk
freely. On the north side of
the city at the police station, they had black and
white water fountains and
different locker rooms.
The white men were in
charge.
“I was just interested in
what was going on because a lot of times he
would come home and he
would be so disgusted
with situations, and I could
tell he wasn’t himself some
days. So I said, ‘Don’t let
those people make you
have a heart attack. Trust
in God and know that he
cares, it’s going to take a
little while, but it’s going to
be alright, you take my
word for it.’ And he did,”
Omega said.
And through all the trials and tribulations they
made it.

 

 



“They said, ‘I wish all
the wives had been like
you. You stood by your
husband.’ When he was
depressed it made me depressed for him because of
the things that were happening down there. I said,
‘Don’t let that stop you.
That’s Satan,’” she said.
“These were the guys
who took the chance; they
were the ones who paved
the way. All of that was because of them, and me!”
she laughed. “Boy, if
something was wrong I
would let them know.”
After the lawsuit,
Omega encouraged her
spouse to take the
sergeant’s exam. “The first
time I don’t think he
passed it, but I said, ‘don’t
give up because that’s
what they want you to do.’
I said, ‘You’re going to
pass this test.’ Some days
he’d be late coming home
because he had so much
paperwork to do, and
when he’d come in he
would just be tired, and I
would give him comforting words,” Omega said.
She remembers that
another one of the black
police officers was also
applying for the sergeant’s exam too, but his
wife didn’t help him.
“I said, ‘You study
your book, and then I’m
going to drill you on
what’s to be asked on the
test.’ We would get together, and we would
have our school. I would
sit down, and I would take
them trough the things
that they needed to get a
drill on,” Omega recalled.
“He said, ‘You have the
patience of Job; I wish my
wife would take the interest as you are with Horace.’”
Horace passed the
test! Later, he asked her
whether he should take
the lieutenants exam.
“I said, ‘It’s up to you.
I’m not going to force you
to do something you don’t
want to do; I’m satisfied
where you are.’ He said, ‘I
don’t think I want to take
it,’ and I said ‘Ok,’” Omega
affirmed.
Horace retired after 46
years on the force. Later
he went back as a civilian
officer. His widow said that
the police officers had the
job waiting for him.
“They were here every
day: ‘Ms. Nero,’ I said
‘Yes.’ ‘Are you going to let
sergeant come back to
work? Please, please.’ So
he stayed off about a
month because there were
some things I needed to
get done and I needed his
help. Then he went back,”
she said.
Omega affirmed that
she wasn’t afraid of anything happening to her
partner because she
would put God first.
“He more or less died
on the job. He had a massive heart attack. He died
on a Tuesday. He was supposed to have gone to
work, but he called in and
said he did not feel up to
par because he had a cold
and he would be in the following day. At the following day he was at a
funeral,” Omega said
while clearing her throat.
“Police was his life. He
loved it, every inch of it.
He had always said he was
going to work there until
he dropped and he did.”
After her husband’s
death, what makes Omega
proud is that a lot of people
haven’t forgotten his kindness and willingness to
help. “I got a card from a
white officer telling how
much he missed that
man,” she said.

    

Despite the accomplishments thus far, she
feels there is still room for
improvement.
“We as a black race
don’t stick firmly together
like the white men do.
They’ll support what’s
going on, but a lot of us
say, ‘I don’t want to become involved.’ There
needs to be more cohesiveness. We have a lot of
people saying, ‘I don’t like
the police.’ They do their
part, but you need to do
yours. If I see something
that’s going on wrong I’m
not afraid to report it, but
some people won’t even do
it,” Omega averred.
Catherine King
Catherine King, accompanied by her daughter Deborah Rivera, tried
to talk about every
achievement of her husband and felt proud that
her only child had gone to
college.
Her partner, James
King, known as “Pop Pop”
by the two great-grandsons that he loved so
much, was one of the first
black police officers in St.
Petersburg.

Catherine King, James
King’s wife, was
among the first
African-American
women to work in
banking in St.
Petersburg.
“He liked to work in
the community, so he
thought that being a police
officer would give him a
good opportunity to do
that. I thought it was a
good idea [and] I wanted
him to do that because he
thought that he would
enjoy it,” Catherine said.
But her husband
wasn’t the only pioneer of
their family. She was
among the first AfricanAmerican women in the
city that Southeast Bank
(later First Union) hired to
work in the frontline.
She got the job thanks
to a recommendation letter that her former boss —
a white lady who owned a
dry meat store and decided to close it after her
husband death — gave to
her.
“Because the government had to do with banking, some minorities had
to be hired, so it was not a
lot of black people in banking during that time unless
they were doing like cleaning or some other job. I
was at customer service,
so it was different for me,”
Catherine,
who
also
worked as a cashier and as
school guard, explained.
In the same way her
husband supported her in
each one of her jobs, she
also supported him when
he decided to join the
group that— accompanied
by then lawyer James B.
Sanderlin— filed a lawsuit
in the federal court in
Tampa.
Catherine
remembered that her companion
was concerned. His family
worried him the most, but
both of them were sup-



portive of each other.
“We tried to go on with
our lives as usual, but it
was different. He didn’t
lose his job—that could
have happened—but it didn’t. He worked the whole
time, and then they finally
won. He retired from
there and worked 45 years
for the city in human resources,” she said.
At that moment, her
daughter intervened to
highlight that her dad was
active in the community.
“They always came to him
for his advice. He was the
type of person that was always trying to help in
whichever way he could,”
Rivera recalled.
Rivera believes both
her parents were great
role models.
“Because they were
doing the things that they
were doing, they were positive examples for me. My
mom always worked at
bookkeeping and banking,
and when I went to school
that was my major. I joined
a sorority [and] he was in
the Masonic lodge. I admired them greatly, and
still do,” Rivera said.
At the time of his
death, they had been married 49 years, since March
7, 1961. “A lot of people
don’t make it that long,”
Catherine said with a
smile.
Mar y Wooten
Mary Wooten met her
husband,
Nathaniel
Wooten, at Gibbs High
School.
“Segregation was all
we knew at that time. You
knew what areas you were
supposed to be in and
where you did not go. Especially in the night time
hours. It was so ingrained
that you just didn’t do it. If
you were there at night
whoever you worked for
would have to bring you to
the south side. You
couldn’t catch a bus
there,” she said. “Blacks
weren’t satisfied with that
and most of those police
officers, the Courageous
12, wanted to make a
change.”
She proudly showed
the recognition she got
from the Jordan Park Nostalgic Association in a ceremony that honored the
Courageous 12’s wives in
December 2015.
“They joined to try to
make a difference and try
to let the others know it
was wrong. You went to
the same academy, the
same training, you get the
same test, you graded it
the same, and when you
get on the job you’re limited to what you could do
because of segregation,”
Mary said. “They could
not arrest a white person;
they would have to call to
the station to get somebody to handle the situation.”
Mary—who worked as
a beautician at the time of
the lawsuit and had two
kids with Nathaniel—said
that she felt encouraged
when her husband told
her about the decision to
join the group of men that,
without knowing it, would
change St. Petersburg’s
history.
“All the wives were
proud, but not all the
blacks were proud. When
they first started working
they weren’t respected by
some blacks as police officers, they weren’t considered real policemen,”
Mary said. “You’ll be surprised at the negativity
some showed towards
them.”
It was a gradual
process, but in the end,
their determination won
out. Mary affirmed that

        



after August 1, 1968,
(when the Fifth U.S Circuit Court of Appeals
ruled for the group) the
black officers still had to
deal with a lot of problems.
After the lawsuit, Mary
recalls that her husband
returned home one night
and reported somebody
following him.
“They [white police]
were trying to scare police
officers. They knew it wasn’t somebody following
him. After he called, it
took 45 minutes for someone to respond in little old
St. Petersburg. But they
were doing what they
grew up knowing,” she
said.
To her, the wives support helped their partners.
“Some of the guys I’m
sure didn’t tell the wives
everything to protect
them. [But] when your
husband is going out there
every day or every night
to go to work, you couldn’t
help to get a little anxious
and glad to see him,”
Mary said. “Whatever
they were trying to do you
supported it them because
people out there didn’t
know what was in their
hearts, but we knew.”

Mary Wooten,
Nathaniel Wooten’s
wife, explained that
the Courageous 12
changed not just the
police department but
the St. Pete
community.

She affirmed that the
Courageous 12 changed
not just the police department but the community.
She said some of the
whites didn’t know that
things were as bad and
segregated, as they were
at the law enforcement station.
Mary mentioned that
when her husband returned home frustrated,
she had to know that that
dissatisfaction came from
the outside, not from their
household.
“We black women have
to show our men that they
are strong and that they
are capable by not trying
to pull them down. We’ve
also been programmed
not to look at our men as
strong black men. That’s
what the white men fear.
You get a strong black
man and a strong black
woman, and you have
something going on your
hands, and that’s hard to
fight,” she said.
Mary considers that
African-American women
still have to be, in some
areas, the stronger person
and use their wisdom to
hold things together.
“Let your men know
he’s strong and nobody
can pull him down,” said
Mary with the wisdom
that comes with age.
Indhira Suero Acosta is
a reporter in the Neighborhood News Bureau at the
University of South Florida
St. Petersburg.

  

